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Preparing for Worship 
 

• Please decide if you should come. If you are ill, experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, 

or caring for someone who is ill, please refrain from attending. 

o Common COVID‐19 symptoms include: Fever or feeling feverish; chills; a new 

cough; shortness of breath; a new sore throat; new muscle aches; new headache; new 

loss of smell or taste. 

• Persons 65 years of age and older, and those with serious health conditions are encouraged 

by the MN Department of Health not to attend public large group gatherings. 

• Bathrooms are available, but we ask that you limit their use as much as possible. No more 

than 2 persons in the bathroom at a time. 

• Be patient and kind, especially to our ushers who will be providing direction for everyone’s 

safety. 

• Know that our seating capacity is limited to 50% and in some cases will be lower to 

observe proper social distancing requirements. 

• Follow best hygiene practices. Wash your hands frequently, use hand sanitizer, avoid 

touching your face, and cover coughs and sneezes. 

• Prepare to drop your donation before or after the service. During this time, ushers will not 

come around to collect offerings. Please use the collection plates located at the entrance of the 

sanctuary. 

• Wearing a mask is encouraged but is optional. Please bring one if you prefer to wear one. 

• No Food or Drink allowed. Please do not bring any food or drinks into the church. 

• Please do not congregate before or after the service. 
 

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT WHEN YOU ARRIVE 

To help keep you safe, the following modifications will be made: 
 

• There will be no books in the pews. A worship bulletin will continue to be sent electronically 

to your email and posted online at www.stmarksrandolph.com and a limited amount will be 

printed and handed out by the ushers if you do not have a printer. 

• Weather permitting, church doors and windows will be propped open. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at the church entrance. Please use when entering church. 

• Cleaning and sanitizing will happen after the service. 

• Partition will be opened and pews will be moved to insure proper physical distancing and the 

maximum number of parishioners allowed in the building. 

• As much as personal encounters are appreciated, individuals are asked to refrain from coming 

into the pastor’s office to visit after the service. 

  

http://www.stmarksrandolph.com/


THE WORSHIP SERVICE EXPERIENCE WILL BE DIFFERENT 

While Jesus is still present in our gathering, the Word and Communion will be different. For 

everyone’s safety here are some necessary changes: 

 

• There will be no congregational singing. The musician will be the only one singing and the 

congregation is asked to pray and sing silently in their hearts. 

• The collection will not be taken by ushers. There is a collection plate located at the entrance of 

the sanctuary that you may use to drop your donation. It is best to drop it in as you enter or 

leave the Church. Don’t forget electronic giving options. Check out our website 

(www.stmarksrandolph.com). 

• Please remember to practice physical distance. Minimum of 6 feet between non-family 

members. 

• The Sign of Peace is offered without any physical contact. A kind nod will do but do not move 

from your pew. 

• Communion will be distributed before the service begins by our trained ushers.  You will 

remain in your pew and take communion when instructed by the pastor. There is no walking 

up to the altar. Please discard the communion cups in the waste basket as you leave the 

building. 

• Go in Peace. As great as it is to see others, please do not congregate in the church or in the 

parking lot. Let’s save social gatherings for when it is safe to do so. 

• If by some chance you or someone in your household who attended a service tests positive for 

COVID‐19 please contact the church office. 

 

 

REQUIRED LEGAL DISCLAIMER 

An inherent risk of exposure to COVID‐19 exists anywhere people are present. COVID‐19 is an 

extremely contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and death. According to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, individuals over 65 years old and people with underlying 

medical conditions are especially vulnerable to COVID‐19. 
 

Saint Mark’s has undertaken precautionary cleaning, disinfecting, and implemented social 

distancing guidelines to help reduce the risk of exposure. However, Saint Mark’s cannot guarantee 

that visitors are 100% safe from exposure to COVID‐19. Therefore, Saint Mark’s recommends 

that people over 65 or people with underlying health conditions consider worship online. 

Attendance at worship service is at your own risk. 


