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Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Guidelines & Expectations 
 

Safety Precautions 

• If you or someone in your household is sick, please stay 

home. 

• Please physical distance at least 6 feet.  

• Follow best hygiene practices – please use hand sanitizer. 

• Masks are optional. 

• Please cover your cough or sneeze. 

• Please be patient, kind, and understanding. 

• No Group may use the church building until they have 

approval from the church office. The Church Council has the 

final decision about facility use based on safety 

considerations. 

 

 

Saint Mark’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan  

is available in the narthex.  

 

 

 

 

 

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Small Church with a Big Heart 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE GATHERING 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand as you are able. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

A moment of silence for reflection 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 

and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        ELW 715 

Please sing only verse 1 & 2 
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GATHERING SONG          ELW 250 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 

Let us pray.  

 Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge 

of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 

FIRST READING:            Malachi 3:1-4  
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 

is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 

of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit 

as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 

descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 

in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:                Luke 1:68-79 
 

The psalm will be read responsively by the congregation 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

  you have come to your people and set them free. 

 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

  born of the house of your servant David. 

 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us  

  from our enemies, 71from the hands of all who hate us, 

 72to show mercy to our forebears, 

  and to remember your holy covenant. 

 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

  free to worship you without fear, 

  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 

 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 78In the tender compassion of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow  

  of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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SECOND READING:                Philippians 1:3-11  
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying 

with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of 

your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right 

for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 

your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 

my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 

you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         ELW 174  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL:                 Luke 3:1-6  

The holy gospel according to... 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 

son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

SERMON            Pastor Lue Moua 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           ELW 260  

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

Standing together, let us confess our faith… 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends with: ...Hear us, O God. 
The congregation responds:  Your mercy is great. 
 

 

OFFERING 

You can send your offering through the mail to : 

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 

PO Box 206 

Randolph MN  55065  

or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone  

or go to our website and click on the give button on the top. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Please stand as you are able. 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE MEAL 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 ...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Lord’s banquet is before you, taste and see that God is good. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

There are two ways to commune. 
 

For those communing at the altar: 
Ushers will direct one side of the sanctuary at a time to come to the 
altar. Please follow usher’s directions and be mindful of distancing. 
You will form a single file line in the middle aisle. You will receive 
bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from the communion 
assistant. Once you receive communion and wine, please return to 
your pew. 
 

If you have limited mobility, please let an usher know and the pastor 
will come to your pew with communion and wine. 
 

If you need gluten-free options, please let the pastor know. 
 

For those communing in their pews: 
After communion at the altar is completed, Pastor will commune 
those who choose to take communion in their pews. Please unwrap 
the wafer by pulling on the thin top plastic film. Pastor will say, 
“The body of Christ given for you,” and you may eat the wafer. 
 

For the wine, you may pull on the hard plastic tab to uncover the 
grape juice. Pastor will say, “The blood of Christ shed for you,” 
and you may drink the wine. 
 

After everyone has received communion, Pastor will conclude 
communion by saying: 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for 

sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy 

Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we 

will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

SENDING SONG           ELW 249 

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006 Augsburg 

Fortress. Used by permission. Any hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net #729225-A and 

SundaysandSeasons online subscription. Used by permission. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Thank You! 

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely 

pray that the service was challenging, inspiring, and comforting. If 

you find occasion to worship with us again, please know that we 

appreciate your presence. If you are looking for a home church, 

please let the pastor know by phone, email, or text. Wherever you 

go, may God be at your side and bring you peace and joy. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Diane Trapp, Pam Soth (friend of Dorry Wallof), 

Tony Nicolai, Chad Holz and Marilyn Ries (Chicky Otte’s mom). 
 

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer request list 
for a month.  If you would like them to stay on longer please let Dixie 
know. 
 

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:  

Dave Blank, Rosella Davisson, Arnie Felton, Robert & Margaret 

Hayes, Sharon Kappedahl, Marie Norstad, Ray Ohmann, Arlene 

Ringeisen, Leatrice Taylor and Wayne Weidner. 
 

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently. 

 

 

Events this Week: 

Worship - Sundays 10:00 am 

Bible Study - Tuesdays 10:00 am 

Quilting - Tuesdays 10:00 am 

Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm 

Church School - Wednesday 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Confirmation - Wednesday 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff 
 

Pastor   Lue Moua 

   Church: (507) 263-9182 

   Cell: (651) 500-9890 

   Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com 

Office Assistant Dixie Schaffer 

   Office Hours: Friday. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

   Cell: (612) 578-8743 

 

President  Dan Kuhn 

Vice President  Al Bester 

Secretary  Keri Lorenzen 

Treasurer  Christine Otte 

Financial Secretary Dixie Schaffer 

Deacons  Beth Bester 

   Kelsey Otte 

   Stephanie Krueger 

Trustees  JJ Grant 

   Todd Staub 

   Orin Legare 

 

 

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 
PO Box 206,  

28595 Randolph Blvd. 

Randolph, MN 55065 

(507) 263-9182 

 

Email: stmarkschurch@northfieldwifi.com 

Website: stmarksrandolph.com 

Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

tel:(651)%20500-9890
tel:(651)%20500-9890

